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AC1tm1ms:tra.tor Lisa P. Jackson regarding our water quality 
we1co·me the opportunity to clarify the goals of our 

Obama Administration's strong support of safe 

The involvement of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) in Dimock is in 
response to requests from community members to 
health as a result of Cabot Oil and Gas 
water supplies. EPA did not take this step 
became aware of monitoring data, developed 
hazardous substances in drinking water samples, some 

of uncertain aua111:v 
UH.TP"''H""'"' potential 

action to .., .. ,.,'t,.,~I" 
limited step of providing alternate water to four homes where hazardous substances were present 
at levels above health-based thresholds to provide interim protection to residents while 
monitoring is underway. We asked Cabot if they were willing to deliver water to these four 
homes and took action only after Cabot declined. 

to t.UUAV"'''V 

nUI'"'"'''" on December 6, 2011, EPA received 
results of monitoring by Cabot that warranted 

Review of this data, together with changes in some EPA 
us to conclusion that there were health concerns that 
ars·eniic, rr1anga11ese, and sodium are naturally occurring in 

1'Pt,r1Pt'tuP:l1 the levels of these chemicals detected 
background concentrations typically found in 

the aquifer zones from which Dimock home owners draw their well water. 
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Our actions reflect our longstanding responsibility 
~4 ..... u • ..., of the Lo1np1·eni::run 

(CERCLA) statllLte 
across alternate 

presence of hazardous substances posed a potential risk to potable water. 

State and federal agencies have critical, complementary roles ensuring shale gas 
extraction occurs safely. States have important front-line responsibilities in permitting natural 

consider action in any situation where we are pn~se:m:ea 
health risks to citizens within the of the we administer, regardless of the context or 
background of the site. 

EPA is taking precaution to ensure that our samples are collected and reviewed 
using the highest scientific standards. The residents in Dimock deserve answers based on the 
facts, and we look forward to working together with residents, PADEP and Cabot to meet our 
responsibility to your community. 

you have any questions, please do not to contact Ms. Trish Taylor, EPA's 
Community Involvement Coordinator, at 215-814-5539. 

Sincerely, 

Borsellino, Director 
Hazardous Site Cleanup Division 
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